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HE E Letters, which were 
2 7 not written to pleaſe any Party, 
tt have pleas'd all Parties; tho 
perhaps the Leaders of none. 
4 ud. indeed, I/riters, who are detach'd 
from all Parties, are the propereſt Per- 
ſons to do Fuſtice to all. There is no ho- 
= neſt Man can defend any Party in all Par- 
Ticulars; becauſe every Party does, in ma- 
= my Particulars, play the Knave. For m 
Fh whenever 1 ſee any Man, let his . 


N gure and Name be what they will, going 
8 A 2 into 


| (iv) 
into all the Steps of his Party, and vin- 
dicating all their Proceedings, I am fill d 
with Pity for him; ſince every one who 
ts thoroughly deſpicable,is thoroughly miſera- 
ble : It is the Officeof a Slave, who breathes 
improperly Engliſh Air; That of the Tuille- 
ries or of the Divan, would ſuit him better. 
J do not think, that the ſtrongeſt Trea- 
tiſe upon the Liberty of the Preſs could ſo 
well ſhew its great Importance to Civil 
Liberty, as the univerſal good Reception 
of theſe Papers has done. The Freedom 
with which they are written, has been 
encourag'd and applauded even by thoſe, 
who, in other Inſtances, are Enemies to 
all Freedom : But all Men love Liberty 
or themſelves; and whoever contends for 
Slavery, would ſtill preſerve himſelf from 
the Efetts of it : Pride and Intereſt ſway. 
him, and he is only hard-hearted to all the 
. reſt of the World. 
The Patrons of Paſſiue Obedience would 


do well to conſider this, or allow others to 


conſider it for them: Theſe Gentlemen 


have never fail d, upon every Occaſion of 


Trial, effeftually to ſhew that their Pa. 
tience was nothing increas'd by their Prin- 
ciples, and that they always, very human- 
ly, excluded themſelves from the Conſe- 
quences of their own Doctrine: What- 
ever their Speculations have been, their 


Practices 
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(v) 
Prattices have ſtrongly pteach'd, that no 
Man will ſuffer Injuſtice and Violence, 
when he can help himſelf. 

Let us, therefore, without regarding 
the ridiculous, narrow, and diſhoneſt No- 
tions of ſelfiſh Men, who ſay and do con- 
trary things, make Liberty the Intereſt, as 
tis certainly the Right, of all Mankmd ;. 
and brand thoſe as Enemies to human Jo- 
ciety, who are Enemies to equal and im- 
partial Liberty. 

Men, when not biaſsd by preſent Gain, 
or the preſent” Hopes of «Gain, are natural. 
ly Honeſt. But alas, how little is the 
Security which accrues from the natural 
Honeſty of Men ! How quickly, how eaſt- 
ly are they made Knaves! We could ne- 
ver believe, did we not daily ſee, what 
poor Conſiderations ſway them, and with 
what ſorry Baits they are drawn from 
Uprightneſs to Wickedneſs, and from ho- 
neſt Purpoſes to the wileſt Devices. Is 
thy Servant a Dog, that he ſhould do theſe 
things? zs the Speech of every Man to him- 
felf, when he thinks of Rogueries which 
he has no preſent Temptation or Opportu- 
nit to commit. 

Men are blinded by a preſent Advan- 
lage; and this is the Reaſon why they 
can ſeldom be brought to ſee Evils to 
come, even when the Cauſes and Fore- 


runner 
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runners of thoſt Evils do, as it were, alrea- 


dy ftare them in the Face. Such Men 
muſt feel before they perceive, and their 
 Eye-fight returns too-late. Eſau, in whoſe 
Character there ſeems to be as much Fol. 
ly as Wickedneſs, was not to blame more 
thanx others have been ſince, when he ſold 
kis Birthright for Porridge — I had al- 
aid, for a Penſion, He was con- 
tent to be a Slave for a Belly-full ; but 
the Belly. full was in hand paid, and the 
Slavery was t come. 

It is a melancholly Conſideration, that 
there are many Men, who, ths they ſpend 
Hundreds upon Harlots and other 22 
yet would not part with ten Pounds to 
the Publick to ſave a Million to the Pub. 
lick; and would, for frue hundred Pounds 
to themſelves, give their Conſent to plun- 


der the Nation of twice as many Milli- 
ons : $o potent is Avarice, and the Love of 


Emxury amonzſt Men, and ſo feeble the 
Love of Liberty and of their Country ! 
F our publick Debts amount to near 


ſixty Millions, as I fear they are not much 


leſs; and if the whole Value of all the 
Lands in England amounts to two hun- 
dred Millions, as I doubt it comes not to 
more; Then, conſidering that the greateſt 
IFeightof theſe Debts lies upon the Land- 


ed Jutereſt, every Man ( worth —_— 
| who 


„ 
hs, W 
c A So RT CITI 


(vi) | 
ho in Conſideration of frve hundred Pounds 
ares in — tend to increaſe 
the Debts, or (which is the ſame thing) 
to poſtpone the Payment of the Debts, aves, 
by ſo doing, ſtale a large Part of his For- 
tune againſt ſo poor a Conſideration, and pro- 
bably riſques his whale Fortune, So that 
beſides the cruel Crime of giving up publick 
Liberty, and the publick Intereſt, he commits 
an unnatural one againſt himſelf, his Fa- 
mily, and his Poſterity. O Gold, deſtruc- 
tive Gold, how doſt thou blind the Minds 
of Men, as well as dazzle their Sight ! 
If our Debts continue, how will Liberty be 
* preſervd?. And if our Liberties are loſt, 
our Eſtates muſt follow them. Good God, 
* what Shortneſs of Sight, and Hardneſs of 
Heart prevail amongſt us |! 
Hence it is, that there's ſofew who will 
5 { either repreſent or oppoſe publick Evils : 

= They either get by them, or expect to get 
from the Authors of them; and hence too 
proceeds the great Safety of playing the 
* Knave. There is doubtleſs at this time great 
* Light and Underſtanding in this Nation, 
and many are capable of writing the fol. 
” lowing Letters: But Light and Under- 
= ſtanding ſignify nothing, when there is nei- 
© ther Courage nor Honeſty to uſe them. — Ile 
a re eaſily caught by the thin Arts of Knaves, 
XZ who, having ſtript us to the Skin, would put 
= out our Eyes to conceal who did it. ut 


( vill ) 


But, bleſſed be God, the Nation is 4. 


waken'd, in ſpight of all Arts to lay aſleep 
the Senſe and Reſentment of its Miſeries. 


This is a Pleaſure to every honeſt. Man, and 


daubtleſs to the Author: or Authors of theſe 
Papers; , wha ſeem to feel what they 
write, and to have, for their uppermoſt 


Paſſion, a warm Love tu Mankind. The 


publick Honour and Felicity appear their 


lie beſt Ambition; and without ſeeking Ap- 


Planſe, they ſerve their Country in ſecret. 
Who they are, I can only gueſs, as the 

Town does, and perhaps with as little Cer- 

tainty. They came to my Hands by ſuch 

Means, as make it impoſſible for me to 

from whence they came; nor would any 

Inquiry of mine, on this Occaſion, be ei- 


ther prudent, grateful, or well-bred. 
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To the Anthor of the London Journal: 


have heard, with Concern, the Report 


ade 
U of our being in Danger of loſing Gibral- 
N tar, lately reviy'd oe I had — ſmall 
Megs: Pleaſure to ſee, in the Generality of the 
4 — People, a juſt Senſe of the great Import- 
x ance of that Place to the Trade and Security of Eng- 


| land. 
'F All Men, in Truth, ſhew their Opinion of it, by 
3 the Fears they expreſs * it; and if we ſet 13 
As 


1 (10) 
(as unworthy of mention) a few proſtitute Firelings, 
who go about Coftee-Houſes to drop, as far as they 
dare, ſtupid and villanous Reaſons for giving it up; 
I ſay, excepting ſuch a contemptible ; I defy 
hols, who for vile Ends, or to make good vile Bar- 
gains, would gladly have it ſurrender'd, to pick out 
of all the People of England, One honeſt, rational, 
and difintereſted Man to concur with them in it. 
Thank God, in Spite of the Folly of Parties, and 
the Arts of Betrayers, we ſee in all Men a ſteady, 
warm, and unanimous Spirit for the Preſervation 
of Gibraltar; and I hope to ſee ſhortly the Time 
when we ſhall, with the ſame Frankneſs and Unity, 
exerciſe our Reaſon and our Eyeſight in other Mat- 
ters, in which we are at preſent miſled, either by 
Infatuation or falſe Intereſt. 
There are two Things which ſurprize me in the 
many Apprehenſions we have had about Gibraltar : 
The firſt is, the great Diffidence manifeſted by ſuch 
Fears : Men muſt be far gone in Diſtruſt, before 
theyicould come to ſuſpect, that their Superiors could 
ever grow ſo much as indifferent about a Place of 
ſuch Conſequence to their Country ; and to ſuppoſe 
them capable of giving it up, is to ſuppoſe them cas 
pable of giving up Portſmouth, nay, England it ſelf. 
Such Suppoſitions muſt therefore be unjuſt, and: the 
Heighth of Ignorance or Spleen. Can it be ima- 
gined, that Men of Honour would forfeit their Re- 
putation, Patriots ſacrifice a Bulwark of their Coun- 
try, or wife Men venture their Heads, by ſuch a trai- 
terous, ſhameful and dangerous Step? | 


But, ſay ſome, perhaps it will be /zffer'd to be 


taken by Szrprize, and then all the Blame will only 
reſt upon ſome obſcure Officer, who may eaſily be 
given up or kept out of the way, while thoſe who 
contriv'd the Roguery, and felt the Reward of it, 
will be. as loud in their Reſentments, as others who 
love their Country well enough to grieve for its Diſ- 
grace or its Loſſes. 

I know, indeed, all this has been ſaid more than 
once, and ſome plauſible Circumſtances urg'd, to 

| ew 
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ſew that it was not abſolutely groundleſs. But, 
alas, what a poor Plot would here be! A Farce of 
Treachery and Nonſenſe, viſible to the weakeſt of 
Mankind, and only fit to raiſe Hatred and Con- 
tempt towards the wretched Framers of it; This 
would be to deal with us, as with a; Nation of I- 
deots, blind and inſenſible, who can neither ſee 
Day-light, nor feel Injuries, nor return infolent U- 
ſage. o, no, we are not as yet to be hood wink'd 
by ſuch thin Schemes: We can ask, if need were, 
a few plain Queſtions, which would eaſily puzzle 
ſuch feeble Politicians ; - but at preſent we have no 
Occaſion. a 6 50 

All this, however, ſhews, how much we are a 
to ſuſpect foul Play in this, and many other Caſes 
of the like Nature; nor ſhall I now maliciouſly en- 
quire, to what prevailing Cauſe ſuch Diſtruſt is to 
be aſcrib'd. | 

Another thing at which I am apt to wonder is 
that conſidering how much our Credit is concern'd 
to clear our ſelves from the Charge of any baſe Purr 
poſe, of being willing that G:braltar ſhould be given 
away, we have not yet done it, at leaſt jn any pub- 
lick and ſatisfactory Manner. The miſtaken — 
ple will ſay, and have ſaid, that our Silence is a Con- 
feſſion of our Guilt; and that if their Cenſures and 
Suppoſitions had not been juſt, it was in our Power 
publickly to have confuted and remov'd them; nei- 
ther of which we have done, but ſuffer'd them to re- 
main under ron Fears, and our foes under the 
Suſpicion of neither regarding their Intereſt, nor their 
Eaſe, nor our own Credit. 

Why did: you not, ſay my, tell all the World 
how much you were wrong'd, and bely'd in a De- 
claration, ſaid to be the Regent's of France, which 
expreſfly aſſerted, that a Bargain was made to, give 
away Gibraltar ? Why did you not demo that 
you were at leaſt as willing to preſerve yo own 

owns, as to conquer Countries for other People, 
who ae remarkable for doing you as little Service 
as they poſſibly can? Why did you ſuffer it to be 
"> HC . ſuggeſted 


(rz) 

ſuggeſted with the leaſt Colour of Probability, that 
you would rather throw away what was your own, 
than nat procure for Foreign Allies at your Expence, 
what was none of theirs * Why do we fight, why 
conquer, if we muſt thus eondeſeend to implore 
the Vanquiſh'd, graciouſly to grant Peace to us the 
Conquerors, for which we will humbly pay them 
with Part of our Dominions ? And how came Fo- 
reign States, moſt of them Slaves, to be more in 
your Favour, than o Exgland, which is a Nurſery 

Freemen ? 1 N 
All theſe are malicious Queſtions, tho“ I hope 
roundleſs ; but as they are propos'd by many thou- 
ds of his Majeſty's Liege Subjects, in a modeſt 
and ſerious Way, methinks it would be a ſeaſonable 
Piece of Diſcretion and good Policy, to prove them 

oundleſs. | | | 

For God's ſake let us anſwer, if we can anſwer ; 
and if our Innocence is to be ſhewn, as no doubt it 
is, let it be ſhewn ; it will not even be enough, that 
Grbraltar is never given up, but we ought to purge 
our ſelves from the Imputation of ever having en- 
rertain'd ſo criminal an Intention. If we can do this, 
it will recover us ſome Part of the Credit and Con- 
fidence we have loſt by not doing of it. I therefore 
hope, and humbly propoſe, that we may ſoon ſee 
ſome able and ſagacious Pen, inſtead of making 
Odes for us, make Apologies for us; which Heaven 
of its infinite Mercy gram, &e. ad 
In the mean time, permit me to give here three 
unanſwerable Reaſons Why Gibraltar cannot either 
be given up or taken; _* 2 * 
Firſt, becauſe Secretary Crimalds fays it. : 
| n „it would make South-Sea Stock fall; 

anc | | 
Thirdly and laſtly, We have wiſe and honeſt Go+ 
"7, EI Jam, Sir, your humble Servant, © 


CATO. 
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To the Author of the London Journal. 


H, Nov. 12. 1720. 
HE terrible Cireumſtance of our French Neigh - 
1 bours, under the Plague in ſome Places, ex- 
ing it in others, and dreading it in all, is a loud 
arning to us, to take all Expedients and poſſible 
Precautions againſt ſuch a formidable Calamity u- 
We have already had, and (till have, -a Contagion 
of another Sort, more univerſal, and leſs merciful, 
than that at MARSEILLES: The latter has de- 
ſtroy'd, we are told, about ſixty thouſand Lives 
ours has done worſe, it has render'd a much greater 
Number of Lives miſerable, who want but the Sick- 
neſs to finh their Calamity; either by rendring it 
— or by putting an end to them and that to- 
gether. | 
Indeed, had the Alternative been offer'd us, half 
a Year ago, I think it would have been a Symptom 
of Wiſdom in us, to have choſen rather to fall by 
the Hand of God, than by the execrable Arts of 
Stock-Jobbers : I hat we are fallen, is a ſorrowful 
Truth, not only viſible in every Face you meet, 
but in the Deſtruction of our Trade, the Glory a 
_ of our Nation, and the Livelihood of the 
oor. 4 
But Complaining does not mend the Matter ; and 
et what ſenſible Heart can avoid Complaining, when 
e hears his dear Country, a whole Country, a potent 
Nation, a Nation happy in its Climate, in its Prince, 
and in its Laws, groaning under mighty Evils, 
brought upon it þy mean and contemptible Hands, 
and apprehending Evils ſtill more mighty? This 
gives Bitterneſs to a human Spirit, tho? it ſuffers no 
otherwiſe than by Sympathy : Is there no way left 
of doing our ſelves Juſtice, and has the Death of 
— ee extinguiſh'd all Senſe of our Inju- 
es! 
Tis true, it is both prudent and religious in pri- 
vate Perſons, to ſtifle the Notions of Revenge, and 
| calmly 
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caimly to expect Reparation from God and the Law: 
But Fealoaſy and Revenge, in a whole People, when 
they are abus'd, are laudable and politick Virtues ; 
without which they will never thrive, never be e- 
fteenm'd. How far they are to carry their Reſent- 
ments, I do not pronounge : The Meaſures of it 
mult be determin'd- by Circumſtances; but ſtill, keen 
Reſentment ought .to be ſhewn, or ſome Puniſh- 
ment, or Puniſhments, inflicted ; When the Digni- 
ty, or Intereſt, of a Nation js at Stake, Mercy may 
be Cruelty. I \ 
To this Spirit of Jealogſy and Revenge, was for- 
— wr; Romay Commonwealth beholden for the 
long Preſervation of its Liberty; and, ſince, the Ve- 
netian Commonwealth owes its Preſervation to the 
fame Spitit; and Liberty will, never ſubſiſt long 
where this Spirit is not: For if any Crimes a aint 


the Publick may be committed with Impunity, Men 


will be tempted to commit the greateſt of all; I 
mean, that of making themſelves Maſters of the 
State; and where Liberty ends in Servitude, it is 
owing to this Neglect. Cæſar thought he might do 
What he had ſeen Marius and Syila do before. him, 
ſo enſlay'd his Country; Whereas, had the I'wo' 

ſt been hang'd, the Third would, perhaps, never 
have been A ry © 7 
I bring theſe Examples to prove that Nations: 
ſhould be quick in their Reſentments, and ſevere in 
their Judgments. As neyer Nation was more abus'd 
than ours has been of late by the Dirty Race of Mo- 
Changer; ſa never Nation could, with a better 
race, more Fuſtice, or greater Security, take its 
all Vengeance, than ours can, upon its e 
Hes. Sometimes the Greatneſs and Popularity of the 
Offenders make ſtrict Fuſtice unadviſeable, becauſe 
unſufe; but here it is not ſo; you may, at preſent, 
ad allthe Gallo ſes (in Expland ) with DICTATORS; 
and Soc Jolbers, without the Aſſiſtance of a She- 
riffs Guard, or ſo much as aS:gh from an Old Wo- 
man, tho? accuſtom'd perhaps to fhed Tears at the 
yutimely Demiſt of a common Feldn or Me 
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A thouſand Stock-Fobbers, well truſi d up, befide the 
diverting Sight, would be a cheap Sacrifice to the 
Manes of Trade; and one certain Expedient to foft- 
en the Rage of the People; and to convince them, 
that the future Direction of their Wealth and Eſtates 

| ſhall be put in the Hands of thoſe, who will as ef- 
fectually ſtudy to promote the Genetal Benefit and 


ſacrificed Both to their own private Advantape. 


N 2 | / Publick Good, as others have, lately, moſt 5nfanoaſ- 
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mething is certainly due to both the former. The 
Reſurrection of Honeſty and Induſtry can never be 
hop'd for, while this Sort of Vermin is ſuffer'd to 
crawl about, tainting our Air, and putting every thing 
out of Courſe; ſubſiſting by Lies, and practiſing vile 
Tricks, low in their Nature, and miſchievous in 
their Conſequences: rod 

That a Multitude of Families are ruin'd, and ſud- 
denly ſunk from plentiful Circumſtances to abject 
Poverty, is affecting and lamentable; tho* perhaps 
all owing to their own raſh Confidence in the Ma- 
nagement of knows Knaves : That innocent Chil- 
dren, born, as they imagined, to fair Fortunes, and 
brought up accordingly, muſt now want Bread, or 
beg it, is a Cataſtro — that muſt pierce every tender 
eart, and produce Pity and Tears: But to ſee one's 
Country labouring under all the ſad Symptoms of 
Diltreſs, without the Violence of War, without the 
diabolical Refinements of able Politicians ; but pure- 
ly from the Dall Canning of inferior Rogues, void 
of Bravery, void of Abilities ; Wretches that would 
run away in the Field, and be deſpiſed in Aſſem- 
blies; this is what ſhould turn Pity into Rage, and 
Greef. into Vengeance. | 

For a Nation to ſuffer it ſelf to be ill uſed, is of 
dangerous Example ; whether thoſe that uſe it ill 
be its Nerghboxrs or its Natives: Patience, in this 
Caſe, invites freſh Injuries; and that People, who 
would not bear many unjuſt Burthens, mult not bear 
one. 

A Country, as I ſaid above, ought to do it ſelf 
Juſtice wich Speed, as well as with Vigour: * 
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( 16 ) 
has often render'd a Cure impoſſible in the Body Po- 
litick, as well as in Human Bodies: By Delays, the 
of Reſentment goes off, and the Offender has 
Leiſure to fortify himſelf by new Rogueries. 
I would therefore haue my Countrymen take Advan- 
91 of the Humour * are in, and make a Virtue 


their preſent Auger, Let them rouze the Bold Spi- 
rit of @ free Nation; and ſbew, by all Lawful and 
Loyal Means, that they, who always ſcorned to be the, 
Property of Ty RANTS, will not be the Prey of 
STOCk-]oBBERS, 


Im, SIR, 
My Country's, 
And Your's, 


7 o the Anthor of the London Journal. 
| SIR, Nov. 19, 1720. 


Man robb'd in his Houſe or on the Highway, 
receives from the Law all poſſible Satisfaction: 
He has the Reſtitution of his Goods again, where 
it. can be made; and he has the Life of the Offender, 
if he can be apprehended ; and then there is a plentiful 
Reward given for every ſuch Apprehenfion. By this: 
ſalutary Method, Vengeance is at once taken for the. 
Crime committed, and a terrible Example made of 
its Author, to prevent its Repetition, | 
The Lau is the great Rule in every Country, at 
leaſt in every free Country, by which private Pro- 
perty is aſcertained, and the Publick Good, which 4 
the 
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the great End of all Laws, is ſecured; and the reli- 
10us Obſervance of this Rule, is what alone makes 
the Difference between good Laws and none, The 
2 and Sanctity of the Laws, are ſhewn by the 
xecution of them; and to a Contempt of the Laws, 
or to a direct diſpenſing with them, have been owing 
moſt of the Shocks and Revolutions, that we have, 
for many Ages, ſuſtain'd in Exgland. 

Some Laws are, indeed, unwarily made, bein 
procured by Paſſion, Craft, or Surprize; but ſuc 
are generally either ſuffered to wax obſolete, or are 
repealed, as we have ſeen in many Inſtances, and 
ma yet ee i more. 

ut, I ſpeak here of thoſe Laws which have a di- 
rect and known Tendency to ſecure to us what we 
have, and to preſerve us what we are: A tree People 
are kept ſo, by no other Means, but an equal Diſ- 
tribution of Property.; every Man, who has a Share 
of Property, having a proportionable Share of Power ;. 


and the firſt Seeds of Azarchy, which, for the moſt 


part, ends in Tyranny, are produced from hence, 
that ſome are angovernably rich, and many more mi- 
ſerably poor; that is, ſome are Maſters of all the 
Means of Oppreſſion, and others want all the Means 
of Self-defence. 

What Progreſs we have lately made in Exglana, 
towards ſuch a a bleſſed State of Confuſion and Mi- 
ſery, by the Credulity of the People, throwing their 
All upon the Mercy of baſe-ſpirited, hard-hearted 
V1LLAINS, miſchievouſly traſted with a Power to 
undo them, is too manifeſt from the woful Condi» 
tion we are in: The Ruin is general, and every 
Man has the miſerable Conſolation to ſee his Neigh- 
bour undone ; for as to that Claſs of Ravens, whoſe 
Wealth has coſt the Nation its All, as-they are ma- 
niſeſt Enemies to God and Man, no Man can cat 
them his Neighbours; they are Rogues of Prey, the 
are Stocl- + they are a Conſpiracy of Szoc 
;Fobbers : A Name which carries along with it ſuch 
a detcſtable deadly Image, that it exceeds all hu- 
man Inyention to aggravate it; nor can whey" 

; wit 
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with all her Variety and Stories, furniſh out any 
Thing to illuſtrate its Deformities by; nay, it gains 
viſible Advantage by the worſt Compariſons you can 
make; Your Terrour leſſens, when you liken them 
to Crocodiles and Cannibals, who feed, for Hunger, 
on humane Bodies, | 

Theſe Monſters, therefore, ſtand ſingle in the 
Creation: They are Szock-Fobbers ; they have ſerv'd 
a whole People, as Satan ſerv'd Fob ; and ſo tar the 
Devil is injur'd, by any Analogy you can make be- 
tween him and them. 

Well; but Monſters as. they are, what would yo 
do with them? The Anſwer is ſhort and at hand, 
Hang them ; for whatever they deſerve, I wonld 
have no new Tortures invented, nor any new Death 
deviſed. In this, I think, I ſhew Moderation; let 
them only be hang d, but hang'd ſpeedily. As to 
their Wealth, as it'is the manifeſt Plunder of the 
People, let it be reſtor'd to the People, and let the 
Publick be their Heirs : The only Method by which 
the Publick is ever like to get Millions by them, or 
indeed any thing. 

But, fay fome, when did you ever fee Rogues, co- 
ver'd with Wealth, brought to the Ax or the Gal- 
lows? I own the Example is rare, more is the 
Shame of this Natien, which has had ſach rich 
Temptations, and ſuch frequent Opportunities; we 
have had publick Guilt in abundance, God knows, 
often protected by Party, and often by Money. Fas- 
rion on one Tide, and Rzches on the other, have; as 
it were, made a Lane for great Criminals to eſcape. 
But all theſe Eſcapes, which are, indeed, our Re 
proach, cannot give any Ground to fear a preſent 
one. 

This Nation has formerly been bought and fold; 


e 


but Arts were us'd to blind the Peoples Eyes, and 


the Effects of the Treachery were not immediately 


felt; and we know that the Reſentment of the Vul- 


gar never follows from their Underſtanding, or their 
Keflection, but from their Feeling: A Pick pocket 
may tickle a plain Fellow's Ear, till he has got his 

Purſe, 
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Purſe ; but if he feels it going, he will knock the 
Thief down, | | 

We have felt our Pockets pick'd, and we know 

who have done it: Vengeance abides them. I am 
told, ſome of them have the Face to pretend, that 
they ought not to be put to Death; but we hope the 
Legiſlature will effe&xally convince them, that this 
their Partiality to themſelves is groundleſs: All their 
Hopes of Safety muſt conſiſt in their Money ; and 
without Queſtion, they will try to make the Wages 
of their Villany protect their Villany. But I can- 
not ſee how any Sums can fave them; for as they 
have robb'd and cheated all Men, except their Ac- 
complices, ſo all Men are concern'd to ſee Juſtice 
done to themſelves; and if the ordinary Channels 
of Juſtice could be ſtopp'd by Bags of Money, or by 
Partnerſhip in original Guilt, which Evil we do not 
apprehend, the enrag'd, the abus'd People, might be 
prompted by their uppermoſt Paſſion, and having 
their Reſentment heighten'd. by Diſappointment , 
might, z# zs to be fear d, have recourſe to extravr- 
dinary Mays; Ways that are often ſacceſſul, tho* 
never juſt;fiable. 
Here are no Parties in this Caſe to diſguiſe Truth, 
and obſtru& Juſtice; the Calamity is general, and 
ſo is the Reſentment : All are Szfferers; All will 
be Proſecutors, The Cry for Juſtice is loud and u- 
nited; if it be baulk'd, I can propheſy no good 
from ſo cruel an Omiſſion. 

If this mighty, this deſtructive Guilt, were to find 
Impunity, nothing remains, but that every Villain, 
of a daring, or avaricions Spirit, may grow a Great 
Rogue, in order to be a great Man: When a Peo- 
ple can no longer exper Redreſs of publick aud 
heavy Evils, nor Satisfaction from publick and bit- 
ter Injuries, hideous is the Froſpect they have before 
them. If they will tamely ſuffer a Fall from Plen- 
ty to Beggary, they may toon expect another, and a 
worſe, from that to Slavery : Bt I hope better things 
of England. 


I have 
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I have before my Eyes @ wiſe beneficent Prince, 4 
generous and publick-ſpirited Parliament, an able diſ- 
entereſted Miniſtry ; all contending with each other 
for the Wealth, the Glory, the Liberty of their 
Country : And I have before my Eyes à brave and 
honeſt People, Lovers of Trade and Induſtry, free of 
their Money, and well deſerving of the Legiſlature, ' 
paſſionate for Liberty, and Haters of Chains ; bur 
deluded, drain'd of their Money, and abus'd beyond 
Patience, beyond N by mean Sharpers, that 
ſwagger in the Plunder of their Country. | 

ere therefore there is ſo much Capacity, and 
there are ſo many gone Difpoſitions to help us on 
one Side ; ſuch loud and melancholy Calls, for that 
Help, on another Side ; and ſuch open, ſuch exe- 
crable, ſuch publick Crimes from a third Quarter; 
we may hope every thing from the ſpeedy Meeting 
of the King and Parliament. They are our PRo- 
TECTORS, and we truſt they do not bear the Sword in 
Van. 

I doubt not but many Schemes will be laid be- 
fore them, ſome of them deſign'd for a Soutce of 
new Rogueries, and to prevent Enquiries into the 
old ones. It ſhall be the Buſineſs therefore of this 
Paper, to watch and examine ſuch Schemes; and to 
condemn them, or recommend them, juſt as they 
deſerve. : 

I have, you ſec, taken the Guilt of our Traytors 
for granted, as I think all Men do: But becauſe 
they ſhall have all fair Play, I undertake hereafter, if 
it is found ntceſlary, to 2 it, by an Induction of 
Particulars. And I will promiſe them, out of the 
great Love I bear them, that as long as I continue 
to ſend you theſe Letters, and you to publiſh them, 
they ſhall find in them ſomething of more Was 
than in the poor and feeble Jeſts of common News 


Writers. 
I am, SIR, 
Tour Humble Servant, 
CATO. 


WA > 


To the Author of the London Journal. 


n | Nov. 26. 1920. b 


I. L Men are now taught, by miſerable 
r Experience, that the Project of the 
Ae sea, through the hard- hearted 
Kuavery of ſome, who have been in 
2 1 the Direction of it; and through the 
RR Folly, or rather Diſtraction of the 
People, has not anſwer'd the good and wiſe Ends de- 
ſign'd by the Parliament, but inſtead of that has ruin'd 
ouſands of innocent and well-meaning People, to 
glut Harpies and _ Robbers A — > 
appy Fate of poor England, worthy of à better 
Thi, Trade has been neglected : For This U- 
ſtry diſcourag'd : For This, Honeſty abandon'd ; 
This, Credit undone, and all that Srock-Fobbers might 
WEEN grow mighty 


Every one, therefore, ſeems to agree, that ſome- 
thing is neceſſary to be done, in a legal Way, to re- 
ſtore, once more, our Publick Credit. But it is hop'd 
we are far from conſenting that any Thing ought to 
be; done to repair the Loſſes occafion'd by Folly and 

Covetouſneſs, out of the — thoſe. — . 
ways foreſaw, and always oppos d this mi 1 
chief, much leſs at the further — the Ho- 
* and Trade of the * Ligh C | 

o ſet this Matter in a due Light, it is neceſſary 
2 what is meant by the Publick Credit of the 
ation, | | 

Firſt, Credit may be ſaid to run high, when the 
Commodities of 1 find a ready Vent, and are 
ſold at a good Price; and when Dealers may be ſafely 
truſted with them, with a reaſonable Aſſuranee of be- 


Secondly, When Lands 8 find * 
6 — an 
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and when Money is to be borrow'd at low Intereſt, 
in order to carry on Trade and Manufacture, at ſuch 
Rates, as may enable us to under-ſell our Neighbours. 

Thirdly, When People think it ſafe and advantage- 
ous to venture N Trode gee , and 
do not lock up their Money in Cheſts, or it 
under-ground. And, E 

Fourthly, When Notes, Mortgages „and Publick 
and Private Security will paſs for Money, or eaſily 
procure Money, by ſelling for as much Silver and 
Gold as they are Security for ; which can never hap- 
pen, 4 a Preſumption, that the ſame Money 
may be had for them again. 

In all theſe Caſes, tis abundantly the Intereſt of a 
Nation, to promote Credit and Mutual Confidence; 
and the only poſſible Way in Nature, effectually to 
do this, is to maintain Publick Honour and Honeſty ; 
to provide ready Remedies for private I»juſtice and 
Oppreſſion, and to protect the Innocent and Helpleſs 
from being devour'd by Fraud and Rapine. | 

But National Credit can never be ſupported by 
lending Money without Security, or drawing in other 
People to do ſo ; by raiſing Stocks and Commodities, 
— Artifice and Fraud, to unnatural and imaginary 

alues ; and conſequently delivering up helpleſs Wo- 
men and Orphans, and the ignorant and unwary, but 
induſtrious Subjedt, to be devour'd by Pickpockets and 
Stock-jobbers : A ſort of Vermin that are bred and 
nouriſh'd in the Corruption of a State. 

This is a Method, which, inſtead of preſerving Pub- 
lick Credit, deſtroys all Property, turns the Stock and 
Wealth of a Nation out of its proper Channels, and 
inſtead of nouriſhing the Body Politick. on- 
ly Ulcers, Eruptions, and often Epidemical Plague · Sores: 

t ſtarves the Poor, deſtroys Manufactures, ruins our 
Navigation, and raiſes Inſurrections, c. 

The firſt Loſs is always the leaſt; one half of the 
Nation is ruin d already; I hope we may learn Wit 
from our Misfortunes, and fave the other half : In 
order to this, we may expect, that no new Projects 


will be countenanc'd or receiv d. which have any ten- 
dency to prejucice Trade, or which cauſe * 
05, 
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lies, or ſet up excluſive Companies; and that no Pri- 
vileges or Advantages be granted, for which ready 
Money might be got. P.. 7 

Some People have the Aſſurance to publiſh it; for 
Example, That a certain ſer of Szock-jobbers, whoſe 
Faith and Modeſty are now well known and felt, 
expet, among other Gifts, from the Publick, 
that the Iſland of St. Chriſtophers ſhould be gi- 
ven them, as a further Expedient to get more Wealth 
to themſelves, and leave the Nation none, Now, St. Chri- 
5 is worth three hundred thouſand Pounds Ster- 


ſtapher 
ling, and will yield ſo much: So that to preſent them 


with this Iſland, would be juſt making them a Pre- 
ſent of three hundred thouſand Pounds , a. Sum almoſt 
ſufficient to make the Fortune of an Under Soutb-Seg 
Clerk ; but ſuch a Sum as this poor Nation cannot, 
at preſent ſpare. | | 

hope, therefore, that it will no, Vnger be im- 
pudently alledg'd, that by parting with ſuch Gifts, 
we loſe nothing; ſince that alone is worth nothing, 
for which nothing can be got: But the Caſe is other- 
wiſe here; and from the Nature ot our publick Ga- 
ming, and the Spirit of the worthy Sharpers who di- 
rect it, I dare pronounce before-hand, that every 
Scheme that they themſelves propoſe, to make their 
Bubble and their Roguery thrive again, will ſtill be 
built upon the further Expence, and further Loſs 
and Miſery ot theſe unhappy Nations. 

If- our Money is gone, zhank God, our Eves are 
left; and ſharpen'd by Experience and Adverſities, 
we can fee through Dilguiſes, and will be no more 
amaz4 with Moon-ſhine. * 

The Nation and Parliament has been abus'd, and 
they will undoubtedly be reveng'd : they will nor 
be pur off with dark Juggling, and knaviſh Projects, 
to ſtifle Reſentments, and divert due Vengeance : 
There's no attending to any new Schemes, tiil the 
Publick Robbers are puniſh'd, with whom tuere can 
never be any Accommodation. 5. 

Io begin then, in the firſt Place, with the Crimi- 
nals, will ſhew that we are in earneſt, Champions for 
Honeſty, for Trade, and for the Nation, ail opprei- 


2 100 


but Mountebank Remedies : It would be Madneſs to 
concert new Schemes, liable to new Abuſes, without 
firſt doing Juſtice to the Abuſors of the old; Impuni- "Mn 
ty for Crimes is a Warrant to commit core, 'v 
y when they are gainful. 9 
Such 1 Miſchiefs as theſe = have done, 
will be but meanly attoned for, by ſuch infamous 
Lives, unleſs their Eſtates are alſo confiſcated ; and 
even theſe, great as they are, will repair bur Part of 
our Misfortunes. But what we can have of them, 
let us have ; their Necks and their Money. 3 
To begin with any other Project, they will take © . 
for a Confeſſion, that there is a Defign to fave then; 9 
and to what that muſt be owing, we all know ; and 5 
what further Evils it may produce, may even fy 
our Fears, tho? already terribly great: But a Met 
of Juſtice preſently enter d upon, and impartially car- 
ry'd thro, will give us Patience under our Burdens, 
baniſh all our e Credit to the publick Pro- 
ceedings, 2 to the almoſt deſpairing 
People. l 
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ſed by -Leaches : All other Remedies may be 


Jam, SIR, 
Tour humble Servant, 
0 728-1 Q. 


SES & bY id ds 7 2, 


To the Author of the London _ 


Dec. 3. 1720. 
ls great Nation, undone by deſpica- 
—_ ble Srock-7obbers and their Abettors, 
has hitherto quietly groan'd under = 
mercileſs Hands of its Pillagers, and 
4 for ſome Months upon the pure 
| pes of — We look d towards 
ö the Parliament : * Hh and his Miniſtry being ab- 
| ſent, and CI the fare of ws Kingdom _ 
| 
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and in the glations Aims of ſettling the Peace of Europe, 
and ftrengthning the Proteſtant intereſþ. . 

The firſt Part of our opes is now almoſt accom- 
pliſh'd, the Parliament are juſt upon meeting, and 
never, ſure, did any Seſſion open with greater E 
Qation, or more to do: Every Thing is —— 
Tirryy ; and the Nation — — 
waiting tor the healing Hand o its Repreſentatives 

Many Expedients will, no Doubt, be offer'd with- 
owt Doors ; calculated, in Appearance, to improve 
the Stock; but, in Reality, deſign d to fave the D. 


REC TOURS. This is to begin at rhe wrong End. To 


end to form Schemes for the encreaſing of Creai?, 
re the De „ the Caxmbals of Credit, are ho- 


—. hung up to its Manes, is, in ſome 


Sort, to confeſs, that we had our Inſtructions and 
Politics from the Criminals themſelves ; and ow 28 
and only Reaſons out of their Purſes. 

Or if we are not thus wicked, we would, at beſts 
be miſerably weak to fall into ſuch a prepoſterous 
Method; and whether great and general Calamiies 
have their Root in Roguery or Folly, is all one to a 
Nation. 

In Spight of all the Remedies that can be apply'd, 
Multitudes will {tl remain undone beyond all Reme- 

: Nay, for ought I can ſee, there is no practical 
Remedy at all for what is paſt, ſo effectual has been the 
Roguery on one Side, and fo rivetted is the Rn on 
the other. 

All therefore, that ſeems to me to be. eft, even to 
the united Wiſdom of Great Britain, is the Cure of 
Prevention, to ſtop the Progreſꝭ of the Contagion, to 
take Care that thoſe which have already ſuffer'd, ſhall 
ſuifor no more, nor make new Sufferers : It is certain 
that all Mien have ſuffer'd in ſome Senſe or other, the 
Criminals excepted. Ir is hop'd that the miſerable Peo- 
ple will now be honour'd with Their good Company; 
and that the Box oz the Ear, which wantonly began 
from them, will in good Earneſt be returned to them, 
and end with them. It is ſome Conſolation to the 
Inhabitants of a Village, who have been bit all round 
by a mad Dog, to fee the DIRECTOR of the Poy- 

ſon 
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.ſog, and the Author of their Pain and Danger, ho- 
—— or knock d on the Head. 


ſits hard and heavy upon us, has inly ſome Au- 
thors, and the Dxcronxs are generally taken to be theſe 
Authors; and if they are duly and publickly puniſn d- 


they will continue to be taken for the ozly Authors. 


But if there is nothing done to them, or nothing ef · 
fectually done to them, we ſhall naturally look fur- 
ther, and make bold to know, that tho they have 
been Rogues, yet that others have been greater than 


they, that others have directed the Dixxcroks and were 


Partners in the Spoil. 


But if they ſtand ſingle, and are found the only and 
original Plunderers of their Country, they will infalli- 
ce 3 


bly be given up to publick and crying Ven 


not only by the Rules of Guilt, but of Policy 


2 more po — cannot be done, nor indeed io 
popular a ng he Bleſſings of the People, and 
1 


the univerſ- ons of Great Britain, will be ſome 


of the Rewards attending upon thoſe, who will be 


the 83 Authors of publick Juſtice, upon the 


deteſtable Authors of publick and intenſe Miſery. 
I will never ſuppoſe that any Men, or even one 


Man in any publick Station, did by any Means join 


with Srock-Fobbers to undo their Country; much 
leſs enabled Stock-Fobbers to undo their Country ; and 
rted them while they were about it. Ir would 

be melancholy and terrible, indeed, to imagine that 
any publick Men, at leaſt, any Man concern'd in the 
Finances, or {et over any Part of the publick Money, 
by which publick Credit is circulated and ſuſtain d, 
ſhould, in Defiance of his publick Truſt, put himſelf 
at the Head of a Conſpiracy of Stock-Jobbers, who 
were with mercileſs and unclean Hands rifling the Pub- 
lick itſelf, ingroſſing all it's Wealth, and deſtroying, 
at once, all publick and private Faith. 
Such unprecedented Treachery, ſuch overgrown 
Guilt, can never be ſuppos d. Our Corruptions can- 
not be yet become fo bold and bare-fac'd, nor we ſo 
tame. e Thing, therefore, by being ſo very mon- 


ſtrous, muſt be impoſſible. whatſoever Suggeſtions 


there 


The prevailing Woe which has long rag d- and ſtill 


e » . 
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there may be to the contrary ; which, were they true, 
could — fail of calling down double and conſpicu- 
ous Puniſhment upon ſuch a Verres. 

As to thoſe; who lately encouraged a Scheme, out 
of an honeſt Purpoſe to relieve the publick, and pay 
off its Debts, they ought, and, no Doubt, will be 
the firſt and the moſt active — — Publick 
upon thoſe, who, inſtead of relieving it, have brought 
— publick into ſuch doleful and dying Diſtreſs. 

By this, they will further evince the Honeſty of 
that Purpoſe, and merit ſtill more to conduct our 
Affairs; and which will undoubtedly be remembred 
by the honeſt Freeholders of England at a proper Sea- 
ſon in their Favour: Our Eyes are upon them: our 
of ns = N al — 7 
ceſs in thi t of Integri public 

I e will be many who will be loud 
in their Call for public Juſtice, and yet be the firſt 
to __ it. ir Avarice wall — wo ys 
with Zeal, and a preſent Diſarm it of its Elo- 
quence. However — of publick Spirit will 
{til be kept on; they will be ſure to cry out to the 


- laſt for Puniſhment, for ſevere Puniſhment 3 but 
they will be as ſure to find fault with every Expe- 
dient propoſed for inflicting it. I could name ſome 
> worthy Patriots, of many Words, and great Weight, 
> who will act this Farce rarely. It will not be the firſt 


time -—- What is humane Life, but a Maſquerade ! 
and what is civil Society, but a mock Alliance be- 
tween Hypocriſy and Credulity ! 

Magna G miſera Civitas, eodem anno tantas Injuri- 
as tantumq; pudorem paſſa, inter Vinios, Fabeos, Ice- 
los, Aſiaticos, varia forte agebat ; danec 
ſucceſſere Mucianus, & Marcellus, & magis ali homi- 
nes quam alii mores. 

Theſe are the Words of a great Ancient, ſignal for 
his Wiſdom and ſtrong Obſervations : Had he livd 
_ and written in Engliſh, he would have written 


Oh London! Oh England! Oh my Country ! How 
great ! And yet how miſerable ! What Reproach, what 
Calamities, what Ruin haſt tho ſuſtain'd ? Siſtain'd, 

in 
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in the Space of one ſhort Tear ; and leſs than a Year ! 
Suſtain'd from the Dregs of humane Kind! From Fel- 
lows, vile in their Original; and as to their Spirits 
Slaves ] What opprobrious Deluſions, what denaly Re- 
wolutions haſt thou ſuffer d to be brought upon thee, by 
tbe ignoble Namen and ſervile Hands of B, 

» Hob, and the: kt, Scum of the 
Valger ! And after all this, art Thon not yet weary, 
O my Country] Of thy own Shame ? Not yet ſatiateu 
avith Devaſtation and Havock ? And tuilt thou yet 
again try the old Knavery managed by new Knaves ? 
Lou may expect, Sir, to hear from me again next 
Week upon this fruitful Subject; and for the future, 
till every Ear is alarm'd with the Vllam, and every 
Heart deteſts the Villains, how great ſoever, that have 
been the Cauſe of our Deſtruction. . 


I am, SIR. 
The Lover of my Country, 
CATO. 
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To the Author of the London Journal. 


Dec. 10. 1720, 


S IR, 


Is worth Obſervation, that no Experience 
or Sufferings can cure the World of its 
Credulity. It bas been a Bubble from 

the Beginning; nor is it a Bit wiſer for 
this Diſcovery, but ſtill runs into old Snares, if they 
have but new Names, and often whether they have 


or no. 
Self- Love beguiles Men into falſe Hopes, and they 
will venture to incur a hundred probable Evils, to 
catch one poffible Good; nay; they run frequently 
into diſtracted Pains and Expences to gain Advantages, 
which are purely imaginary, and uten intpoliible: | 


(29) P 
Were the Paſſions properly balanced, Men would 
act rationally; but by ſuffering one Paſſion to get 

the better of all the reſt, they act madly or ridi- 
ET... ia GL ES 
Our prevailing Paſſions in England, of late, have 
been Hepe, Avarice, and Ambition, which have had 
ſuch a headlong Force upon the People, that they 
are become wretched and poor, by a rayenous Ap- 
petite to grow great and rich. Our Fear and Cau- 
tion were poſtponed, and by a fanguine Struggle for 
what we had not, we loſt what we had. Could 
ſuch Gurage be inſpired by Stock-j>bbing? A cow- 
ardly Science of mean Tricks and Lies? | 

Every Adventurer in this mighty Lottery, fore- 

ſaw that many muſt be Lofers, and that was got 
by one muſt. be loſt by another; but every Man 
4 0 that Fate would be kinder to him in parti- 
cular, than to a thouſand others; and ſo this mad 
* Hope became general, as are the Calamities which 

it has produced. | | 
This ſhews the little Power that Reaſon and 
Truth have over the Paſſions of Men, when they 
mun high. In the late Revolution in the Alley, Fi- 
— guresand Demonſtration would have told them, and 
the DIRECTORS could have told them, that ir was 
All Phrenzy; and that they were purſuing guilded 
> Clouds, the Compoſition of Vapour and a little 
> - Sunſhine ; both flcering Apparitions ! Common 
> Senſe could have told them, that Credit is the moſt 
by uncertain and moſt fluctuating Thing in the World, 
+ eſpecially when it is applied to Stock-Jobbing; that 
it had long before been exalted higher than it could 
* wellftand, even before it was come to twenty above 
' Par, and therefore always tottered, and was always 
— tumbling down at every little Accident and Ru- 
* mour., A Story of a Spaniſh Frigate, or of a few 
Thieves in the dark Dens of the Highlands, or the 
Sickneſs of a foreign Prince, or the — of a Bro- 
ker in a Coffee-Houſe; all, or any of theſe contemp- 
tible Cauſes were able to reduce that ſame Gedit in- 
to a very ſlender Figure, and ſometimes within her 
old Bounds: But particularly they might have ſeen, 
that it was now mounted to ſuch an outragious 
Height, 
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Height, as all the Silver and Gold in Europe eould 
not ſupport ; and therefore when People came in 
any conſiderable Number to ſell, (and to ſell was 
the whole End of their buying) it would have a 
8 Fall, even to the cruſhing of the Nation. 
is has ſince dolefully happened: Our ts 


which were our Ruin, are gone; and now we 


hold nothing but the Face of the Mourner. 
But in ſpight of all this Miſchief, produced by 


Credulity, by manifeſt and ill-grounded Credulity, 


it is much to be feared that ſome little Art, and 
big Promiſes, would make us repeat it, and.grow 
mad again. This ſeems evident, not only from 
the Folly and Feebleneſs of humane Nature, ever 
the Prey of Craft, and ever caught with Shadows; 
but from our endleſs Gaping after new Projects, and 


. * 
our Eagerneſs to run into them. We have been 


bruiſed in a Mortar, but we are not wiſer; while 
one Ruin is yet upon us, we are panting after ano- 
ther, perhaps work'd up by the {ame Hands, or by 
other Hands with the ſame Views. | 

O the Weakneſs and Folly of Man! it is like a 
Whirlpool, which deſtroys and drowns not by 
Halves, but when a Part is drawn in, the Whole 
follows. 

Sarely the Pleaſure is as great, 
Of being cheated, as to cheat ! 

Elſe Men would not be ſuch Dupes, as every where 
they are; whoever would catch Mankind, had no- 
thing to do, but to throw out a Bait to their Paſ- 
fions, and infallibly they are his Property. This 
Secret is well known to corrupt Courts, who flatter 
or frighten their obeying believing Vaſſals into all 
the Exceſſes of Miſery and Obeiſance. By This, 
Standing Armies have been maintained ; by This, 
while Wars have been waged ; and by This, an 
idle, expenſive, abſurd, and cruel Popiſh Hierarchy 
has been ſupported. | 

Once more, O wretched Man ! Thou willing In- 
ſtrument of thy own Bondage and Deluſion ; even 


Mountebanks know this Secret of cajoli 


2 
and picking thy Pocket; and worſe than nte- 


banks, Stock-Fobbers know it. 
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When a People are undone, it is ſome Conſola- 
tion to reflect, that they had no hand in their own 
Ruin, or did all they could to prevent it, by the 
beſt Counſel: they could take, or by the braveſt 


'Defence they could make. But alas, poor England ! 
thou haſt not that Conſolation. Thou haſt not fal- 


len by able Traytors ; thou art not the Victim of 
deep Deſi n, or artful Treaſon ; nor art thou the 
Price of Viaory in the Field ; neither art thou 
ut-witted by the ſubtle Dealers in Myſtery and 
iſtinction; nor in this Inſtance deceived by their 
falſe Alarms. == 
No, we have no ſuch ung Reflection to 


reconcile us to our Miſery, or to abate its Pangs : 


To our deathleſs Shame, we are the Conqueſt, th 


Purchaſe of Stock- Fobbers. The Britiſh Lions crouc 
to a Neſt of Owls! Can we ſurvive the Remem- 

rance without Reveiige ? 

But all this is complaining, will ſome ſay; and 
we want Remedies rather than Complaints : To 
bewail our Calamities, is indeed natural, but to 
extricate our ſelves out of them, is neceſſary. Here 
are Tuo Hundred Millions of Imaginary / duc 
loſt, and at leaſt Twenty Millions of Real Property 
plundered from the honeſt and induſtrious, and gi- 
ven to Sharpers and Pick-pockets: Shall theſe Rooks 
be ſuffered to. enjoy it? And ſhall the Bubbles be 
redreſſed out of other Mens Eſtates, no wiſe charge- 
able with the Miſchief? Or muſt we proſtitute the 
ps Honour of the Nation to draw in other 

eople (no way concerned) to take the bold Bar- 
gains of raſh Men and Dupes off theit Hands? But 
if none of theſe Methods are taken, our Cullies 
muſt ſet down with their Loſs, or the Traytors be 
forced to diſgorge. 1 | 

If we make new Schemes, or diverſify the old, 
till Doom's-Day, there will be no paying Twenty 
Millions without Twenty Millions, or without what 
is Equivalent to Twenty Millions, which will be the 
ſame thing to the Nation as the parting with 
Twenty Millions. « IN 

The Payment therefore will either be a real 
Payment, or a ſham hs, and in this oy, 

2 
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if caveat emptor, (let the Buyer look to it) be a good 
general Rule in the Buſineſs of Bargains and Sale, 
it wilt be a good Rule here too. 


If we have any State-Chymifs, who have Art 
enough to make Millions evaporate into Smoak, 


yet I mnft beg leave to doubt their Skill at con- 
-folidating Smoak into Gold. 


T hope I fhall not be underſtood, by what I have 


Maid, to oppoſe an Attempt to redeem us out of our 


_ wretched Condition. On the contrary, 1 
[I be the firft to Vote that Man a Statue of Gold, 
who can firike out an honeſt and skilful Expedient 
for our Recovery, which. I on is far paſt my own 
Skill. Fam no Candidate for the Golden Statue. 
* Byall this, I would only caution my Country- 


men not to be caught again; let them beware of 


new Snaret: As to the Loſers, they have not a great 
deal to expect; and I can ſay no more to them here 
than that in Countries where the Plague rages, the 
Preſervation of the Whole is the principal Care ; 
the Infected are for the moſt part left to take Care 
of themfelves ; and I never heard it ſuggeſted that 
Nine Millions of Peoptf ought to be expoſed to the 
mortal. Contagion of that Diſtemper, to preſerve a 
Few Individuals, Jam, Sir, 225 


Li eee eee 
To the Author of the London Journal. 


< S I R _ be ff Dog. Ks es. 1 
*+ + Emare of the firſt Step, will be allowe 
2 be by all Men — og any Skill in hu- 
B $3 mane Affairs, to be a commendable 
FRHBS Caution in all Proceedings of Moment. 
In how many Inſtances do we ſee, that 
Things whictr begin plauſibly, end tragically ? Peo- 
ple have been often enſlaved by Princes created by 
themfelves for their Protection, and often butgher- 
ed by Armies raiſed by themſelves for their De- 


| Fence: The late French King, whenever he was 


going to ſhed the Blood of his People, in any wan- 
— War, tho undertaken to grarity his Luſt of 
Tower, or to exalt his own Houſe, never e 

# « . — . * . et 


* 
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let them know, in an Edi& made on ſe, that 
it was all for their own Good and Proſperity; that 
is, they were to ſuffer Slaughter abroad, and Op- 
preflion and Famine at home, purely for their own 
Advantage and Felicity. | 
General Propoſitions are, for the moſt Part, dan- 


gerous, and intended to ſupport — 
n 


which at firſt View, they do not ſeem to mean a 


imply. They are, therefore, generally plauſible in 


Appearance, to catch Conſent ; from which Con- 
ſear, when it is once got, new Advantages are ta- 
ken, which were not foreſeen, and freſh Articles 
areadded which were not known to be deſigned. 
In the late long War with Fance, what was more 
deſirable, what more plauſible than Peace? A 
Bleſſing ſo univerſally underſtood to be one, that 
the loweſt Vulgar wanted no Words not Perfuaſions 
to know its Excellency ! And when we were inſult- 
ed with this Queſtion, What, will you not treat? 
To have ſaid No, would have been an Anſwer ſs 
invidious, that ſcarce any Man durſt make it; and 
et all wiſe Men then knew, that to conſent to a 
Frey at that Time with France, confidering the 
Perſons and their Intereſts who were to manage it, 
was to conſent to a Conſpiracy againſt England in 
articular, and to plot againſt all Europe in general: 
e were ſtun d with the Word PRAcx, nor could we 
ſtand it, tho'we knew, it was hatching IREASOL w. 
In ſhort, to Treat, as ſoft a Phraſe as it was, ſigni- 
hed neither more nor leſs, than to give to old Leni 


his wicked Will of all. Eurepe, and to the Tories 


their Prtender. | 


. . Take another Inſtance. In the preſent Spaniſh 


War, which, we are aſſured, wants nothing but a 
Form to conclude it, we cannot forget the loud At- 


teſtations, that were every where given us, That 


to declare War was ſufficient alone to end the War, and 
frighten the Spaniards into 4 Peace: And who, a- 
mong us, would not willingly be at the Expence of 
a Piece of Paper, and of the Heralds Lungs, to ſcare 
a turbulent and underſtanding Court, as was that 
of Philip, into Moderation and Quietneſs? But the 


Obitinacy of Spain, the Length of that War, our 


great 


— . —— — 
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great Charge in Men and Money to ſupport it, and 
the Condition of our Fleet, worn in the Service of 
our Allies, or eaten by Worms in the Mediterrane- 
an, are all ſufficient Leſſons to us, how little we 
ought to have truſted to ſath Affurances, or to the 
Word of thoſe that gave them. 5 

Jake a third Inſtance. Upon the eftabliſhing of 
the preſent Faſf. India Company, it was reaſonably 
urged, that ſuch a Company would be no other than 
a Confederacy of cunning Fellows againſt fair and 
general Trading, by monopolizing to a few, the 
ſole Traffick and Riches of a great Continent. To 
which itwas anſwered, that there was no ſuch deſigrt; 
but that every Man who would ſubſcribe his Name 
in their Books, and comply with ſome eaſy Condi» 
tions, would be frankly admitted to ſhare in their 
Trade; But this was all Hypocriſy or Lying; for no 
ſooner had the Projectors, by ſuch petty reren 
to publick Honeſty, got the better of Oppoſition, 
and cook d up their Project, but it was found that 
their Trade was impracticable to all but themſelves: 


Every Trader was obliged to come into the Joint 


Stock; and all Attempts fince, for the publick 
Good, have proved ineffectual agaĩnſt ſo formidable 
a Society. i 

We have a fourth Inſtance from the firſt Inſtitu- 
tion of the South Sea. It was at firſt pretended, 

that every Proprietor was to have 6 per Cent. for his 
Money, without Trouble or Deductions, and need 
not engage in the Trade, unleſs he choſe it. This 
drew in a great Multitude to vouch for the Scheme, 
and encourage it ; but in paſſing the Bill, it was 
found that the crafty Managers had lopt off one per 
Cent. to be applied, as they pretended, to carry on 
the Trade of the Company, and all were obliged to 
Join in the Chimerical Aſſiento; by which o 
have ſince pillaged the Proprietors of a Million an 
a half — See the vaſt Advantage of loſing by Trade. A 
Secret well known to the Directors! ; 

A fifth Inſtance may be taken from the ſame South- 
Sea. What a rare Sugar Plumb to the Nation, was 
a Scheme ſo finely calculated to pay off the Nation's 
Debts! What a tempting Bait was here! Even'thofe 


who 


- 
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who ſaw whither it miſchievouſly tended, and per- 
ceived the deceitful Hook under it, could not ſtand 
the Scorn and Rebukes of the Many, who ſwallow- 
ed it without ſeeing it. What fatal Devaſtation 
and Poverty it has ſince produced, by the unpa- 
zallel'd Treachery of the D rs, and ſome that are 
worſe than they, the miſerable People feel much 
more enſibly than I can expre's, pierced as thcy are 
with the keen Arrows of mercileſs Vil.any,and unre- 
lenting Diſtre s. We have und-ne ourſelves to pay 
our Debts, and our Debts are not paid. What ſhall 
Iſay? We had once Bread, Money, a d publick 
Faith : But now | What remains to us? I cannot 
anſwer.—-Our Grief, our Folly, our Loſſes, our 
Diſhonour, our cruel Uſage, are too big for Words. 
I have ſaid ſo much, to prove how wary we ought 
to be in going into ew Schemes. We ougitat leaſt 
to know the whole of them before we conſent to a 
Part. It will behove us to have too an Eye to the 
Quarter from whence they come; whether they be 
Directors, or their Maſters, and Confederates ; or 
Mien of fair and upright Characters, whoſe Souls ate 
bone ſt, and their Hands clean. As to thoſe, who are 
knovn to have promoted the mighty Cheat, and 
and the Ruin of their Country; their Infamy is ſo 
1% paring, that, ſince they will not have Modeſty and 
2X Remorſe enough to hold their Tongues, and to for- 
bear medling with the Concerns of a People beg- 
gared by them, we ought to mind no more what 
they ſay, then the Judge did the Howſe. breaker, who 
upon his Trial, told his Lordſhip, that he would 
17 E. Peace againſt him, for putting him in fear of 
„ Life. 
| The ſame may be ſaid of thoſe that are fallen in 
with the Guilty, and znexpectedly ſpeak the ſame 
*X Note. We gueſs at their Motives. The powerful 
Getters would ſave themſelves, by letting others 
* per as much, and perhaps are glad to divide their 
ins to eſcape Puniſhment. | 
If any Man would be the unſuſpected and fair 
Author of a new Project, he can recommend it and 
- himſelf no better, than by ſhewing it to be honeſt- 
y conſiſtent with the Puniſhment of our Million 
9 | KRnaves, 
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Knaves, the Blood-ſuckers of England. A new 
Scheme, and an Inquiſition into the Management 
of the old one, may both ſucceſsfully go on at the 
fame time; and they who ſay they cannot, do but 
own they are afraid they ſhou/d. Are they conſci- 
ous to themſelves that the D. re may hope to 
eſcape Part of their Puniſhment, by fathering upon 
others a great Share of their Guile, or rather the 
firſt Power of being Guilty ? | 

What mean ſome Men by faying, we ought to 
extinguiſh the Fire, before we enquire into the In- 
cendiaries ? Are they ſome of them? Or did they 
furnifh out Brands to the reſt ? Or would chey give 
them time to run away ? The Fruth is, the Houſe 
js already burn d down, many are burn'd to Death, 
and all are miſerably ſcorch'd: The Flame has in a 
wanner waſted it ſelf; but thoſe that talk thus, 
ſeem eager to revive it, by new Devices to ſtir the 
| Embers. All we can now do, is to build the Houſe 
1 again, it we can; and hang thoſe that fired it, which 
TH we are ſure we ought. Beſides; we have long known 
who did it, they have been taken in the Fact at 
Ih Noon day, and every Day. This thing was not done 

| | in a Grner, not at once, nor by one; the Villany 
' was deliberate, gradual and open. 
f Theſe Gentlemen do however confeſs, that the 

Houſe has been ſet on fire; which Confeſſion they 
| | would doubtleſs be glad to ere if they could: 


| But the Miſery is ſorely felt, and all Europe are Wit- 
'' neſſes of it. Can they therefore, after an Acknow- 
'7 Jedgement that the Nation has been burn'd, have 
the Face to be contriving Ways to delay the Punith- 
ment of the Burners ? Has Self- love no Share in 
this? And by theDelay of thePuniſhment of others, 
do they not as good as a vow that they tremble for 
themſelves? For my part, I can ſee no difference in 
this Caſe, between delaying it, and fruſtrating it. 

The Expedients for retrieving us, if we can be retrieved, 
are certainly compatible with Expedients for revenging us; 
and the latter will facilitate the former. It will give Life to 
— — Bankrupt Heart - broken People, if they fee that their 
oyers meet due Vengeance, and that they are like to be 


no more the Prey of daring Parricides. 
J am, Sir, your old Friend, 


CATO. 
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